
 
 
WHO WE ARE 
 

Junior League of Evanston-North Shore, Inc. is an organization of women committed to promoting volunteerism, developing the 
potential of women, and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. 
 
Founded in 1924 as the Junior League of Evanston, today the JLE-NS has approximately 400 Active and Sustaining members.  
We reach out to all women regardless of race, religion, ethnic or national origin who demonstrate an interest in and commitment 
to volunteerism. 

 
WHAT WE DO 
 

League members annually commit thousands of volunteer hours to improving our community.  Members are prepared for 
responsible leadership through training.  We research the community's needs and then initiate programs that meet those needs.  
Our projects and programs focus on the Enrichment of Youth, Family and the Underserved. 

 
HOW WE DO IT 
 

JLE-NS is made up of two leadership teams, a Policy Board and a Management Board.  We also have a Community Advisory 
Board and an Endowment Fund Board of Trustees whose members lend valuable advice and service.  Our League is one of 
approximately 300 Junior Leagues composing the Associations of Junior Leagues International Inc. (AJLI). 
 

INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

In our 85 year history, the JLE-NS has contributed over $1.6 million to the community through projects and programs.  The many 
important community projects that we support are made possible through fundraisers such as the American Girl Fashion Show 
and our award winning cookbook, It’s A Shore Thing.  In addition, we have operated a Thrift House for over 65 years. Thrift 
House is a resale shop located at 920 Chicago Avenue in Evanston, which supports our community projects while serving a 
diverse community.  Over the past several years, net proceeds from our fundraisers have supported our League’s efforts to 
improve local issues that impact the North Shore, including: 

• Financial self-sufficiency.  Our current key focus is helping women achieve financial self-sufficiency.  Many low-income women 
seeking employment are single mothers forced to choose between providing food and shelter for their children or having the right 
clothes to wear for a job interview.  We are providing interview appropriate clothing for the type of job the women is interviewing for, 
and help with clothing and accessory selection.   These services deliver an essential that goes with every outfit: self-confidence that 
she is qualified and capable to get a job. 

• Domestic violence.  JLE-NS founded Mary Lou’s Place, which is a domestic violence shelter in Evanston serving over 550 women 
and children annually.  Over the past 4 years, we have renovated the first floor of the shelter, providing a safer and cleaner 
environment for these families to help them rebuild their lives.  We have also given community grants to other shelters. 

• Self-esteem in girls.  We support Girls on the Run, which is a non-profit after school program that encourages pre-teen girls to 
develop self-respect and healthy lifestyles through running.  In 2008 we sponsored their Spring WonderGirl 5k Race, in which more 
than 1700 young girls celebrated their “girl power” by running 3.1 miles together with their parents, teachers, and community 
members. 

• Childhood obesity.  Our country, including the North Shore, has a growing awareness of the rising trend of childhood obesity.  
Over the last few years, JLE-NS has reached over 1000 North Shore families with our “Kids in the Kitchen” initiative, which 
empowers youth to make healthy lifestyle choices with the goal to reverse the growth of childhood obesity and its associated health 
issues. 

• Secondary education.   Even within our relatively affluent North Shore, the rising cost of secondary education makes it difficult, if 
not impossible, for some families to afford.  The JLE-NS has provided $6,000 to $10,000 in scholarships every year to attendees of 
area schools, such as Oakton Community College and National Louis University, who are in need of financial assistance. 

• Other North Shore non-profits.  There are hundreds of non-profit organizations providing necessary services to our community, 
who are dependent on donations to fund their programs.  The JLE-NS has provided $8,000 to 10,000 in community grants every 
year to organizations such as the North Shore Senior Center, for their “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren” program that supplies 
school shoes, underwear, and school supplies. 
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CURRENT AND RECENT PROJECTS 
 

THRIFT HOUSE:  Part of our organization since 1940, the JLE-NS Thrift House has been our League's oldest ongoing project and 
fundraiser.  It is located at 920 Chicago Avenue in Evanston.  Thrift House helps support our League and our community projects 
while serving a diverse community.  It also gives us the opportunity to offer Voucher Programs to other non-profit organizations 
including the Evanston YWCA Domestic Violence Shelter and LINKS.  The vouchers enable women and children in need to shop 
at the Thrift House at no charge.   League members and the public can donate gently used or new clothing, books, electronics 
and household items. 

 
FITTING FUTURES:  This is JLE-NS’ new community impact project.  Fitting Futures provides free clothing to low-income women 
for job interviews.  The goal of Fitting Futures is to increase the potential for low-income women to achieve economic self-
sufficiency.   Many low-income women seeking employment are single mothers forced to choose between providing food and 
shelter for their children or having the right clothes to wear for a job interview.  Our clients are referred to us from social service 
agencies and are graduates of job training, job readiness, or job counseling offered by those agencies.  The JLE-NS will provide 
interview appropriate clothing for the type of job the women is interviewing for, and help with clothing and accessory selection.   
These services deliver an essential that goes with every outfit: self-confidence that she is qualified and capable to get a job.   
 
BIG GIFTS FOR LITTLE HEARTS:   Each year the New Member Class selects one hands-on project for their inaugural year.  This 
In 2008-2009, the New Member class partnered up with the North Shore Health Center to hold a baby shower for low 
income expectant mothers.   Diapers, clothes, toys and much more – the New Member Class brought smiles and much needed 
supplies to these mothers to be! 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS:  JLE-NS is proud to contribute to scholarship funds to deserving college and high school students.  We provide 
scholarships for: 

• Students at Oakton Community College 
• Women returning to the workforce who are attending National Louis University 
• Graduating seniors at Evanston Township High School and New Trier High School.   

 
COMMUNITY GRANTS:  JLE-NS provides grants to local non-profit organizations needing additional funding to provide their 
services to our community.  In 2007-2009 we provided grants to: 

• Evanston Youth Job Center, for their Strategic Corporate Alliances program, which is a three-week job training program designed 
to help young adults with multiple barriers to employment prepare for the workforce and secure full time employment that leads to 
economic self-sufficiency.   

• Porchlight Counseling Services, which provides resources and counseling to college sexual assault survivors, for 5 months of 
group therapy sessions at no charge to the client. 

• Rebuilding Together North Suburban Chicago (formerly known as Christmas in April), which preserves and revitalizes houses for 
low-income homeowners, to provide supplies needed for home repair such as roofing, plumbing, or electrical repairs. 

• Youth Choral Theater of Chicago, for their performance of an inter-disciplinary concert for peace and reconciliation, a reflection on 
the lives of mothers and children in Rwanda and Darfur, which is based on the journey of North Shore resident and New Trier 
graduate Clementine Wamariya, a child survivor of the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 

• A Safe Place, which is a Lake County Crisis Center, for new transitional living program that assists victims and children of domestic 
violence.   

• North Shore Senior Center, for their “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren” program that supplies of school shoes, underwear, and 
school supplies to over 60 children. 

• Warming House Youth Center, which provides services and programs for adolescents.  Located in Wilmette, the center provides 
recreational activities, volunteer activities, community services, creative arts, discussion groups, youth leadership board, and 
support services. 

• Family Focus, for the doula aspect of the Pregnant and Parenting Teens program.  Doula is a new service to increase readiness for 
healthy birth, prepare expecting mothers for the event of birth and increase support for mother in the immediate post-natal phase. 

• Hadley School for the Blind, for their “Hounds for Hadley” dog walk.  The funds raised from the walk will support programs for the 
blind and visually impaired including a new course called “Guide Dogs,” which teaches students about the guide dog lifestyle and 
helps them make an informed decision about using a guide dog. 

• Light Opera Works, to fund participation for low income children in their musical theater summer workshop.  
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CURRENT AND RECENT PROJECTS (continued) 
 

“IT’S A SHORE THING” COOKBOOK:  Our magnificent cookbook titled It's a Shore Thing: Culinary Favorites from Chicago's North 
Shore has been endorsed as "The Official Cookbook of Chicago's North Shore" by Chicago's North Shore Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.  The recipes are favorites of our members, local celebrities, celebrities with ties to the North Shore, and well-
known restaurants.  In additions to recipes and entertaining tips, the cookbook also includes an historical walk through the 
villages and townships that make up Chicago's North Shore.   

 
STATE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE:  JLE-NS researches community issues and studies legislative affairs related to the 
Enrichment of Youth, Family and the Underserved.  We then monitor, lobby and build community awareness related to specific 
legislation and events. 

 
PROJECT RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT:  JLE-NS identifies the needs in the community that, after research and evaluation, 
are deemed appropriate to be served by the JLE-NS through community programs and projects, with the focus on the 
Enrichment of Youth, Family and the Underserved.   

 
COMMUNITY COUNTS:  JLE-NS implements direct service projects that improve the lives of children and families in our 
community.  Our 2007-2009 projects included sponsoring the Girls On The Run Spring Race, providing a craft center for the 
Evanston YMCA International Family Festival, renovating the children’s playroom at Mary Lou’s Place, and providing a Health 
Fair for Oak Terrace School in Highwood. 

 
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN:   Kids in the Kitchen (KITK) is a project sponsored by the Association of Junior Leagues International 
(AJLI) with the objective of reversing the trend of childhood obesity.  JLE-NS has conducted a KITK project for three years 
running.  In 2007-2008, we conducted the “High Five Health Fair”.  Over 165 children and their mentors/parents attended the 
sessions which were held in conjunction with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Lake County and Oak Terrace Elementary School.  In 
2006-2007, we partnered with YMCA’s “Healthy Kids Day”. This national YMCA program gives families the opportunity to learn 
more about adopting a healthy lifestyle through fun activities and informational booths.  In 2005-2006, we conducted our KITK 
project with Haven Middle School in Evanston, IL.  While the kids prepared dinner in the kitchen, two guest speakers gave 
insightful presentations to parents regarding adolescent obesity, its immediate and long-term effects and healthy eating.  In 
addition, all 700 students at Haven Middle School took home a packet of information regarding healthy eating, fun recipes that 
kids can cook and reference sites where additional information on the subject can be found. 

 
COMMUNITY FORUMS: JLE-NS brings together community leaders involved in community services and programs related to 
our focus area to share information and network. 

 
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT  
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF EVANSTON-NORTH SHORE, OR TO INQUIRE ABOUT MEMBERSHIP, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.JLE-NS.ORG. 
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PAST COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
 

The following projects and programs were initiated by the JLE-NS since our founding in 1924, and many continue to serve the North 
Shore.  Dates listed indicate the years of League involvement. 

 
Infant Welfare Clinics 
Pre 1930 - 1941 
Evanston Hospital Clinics 
Pre 1930 - 1953 
Community Arts & Crafts 
Pre 1930 - 1973 
Handwork 
Pre 1930 -1954 
Scribblers 
Pre 1930 - 1944 
Maisonette Tea Room 
1930-1931 
Dental Dispensary 
1931-1952 
Evanston School Lunches 
1931-1934 
Red Cross Braille 
1932-1952 
Speaker’s Bureau 
1933-1934 
Arden Shore 
1933-1937 
Garden Club 
1933-1970 
Illinois Children’s Home and Aid 
Society 
1934-1952 
Evanston Hospital Library 
1934-1940 
Family Welfare 
1934-1937 
Visiting Nurse Association 
1935-1936 
Follies 
1935, 1936, 1939, 1963 
Crippled Children’s Room 
1936-1942 
Hard of Hearing Room 
1938-1939 
Thrift House 
1940-present 
Highland Park U.S.O. 
1942-1945 
Women’s Service Corp. 
1944-1945 
Radio Education 
1946-1960 
Musical Review 
1947-1993 
Institute for Language Disorders 
1951-1958 
Puppets 
1951-1971 
Premature Baby’s Milk Bank 
1954-1966 
Let’s Go 
(Recreational Handbook) 

1955-1957 
In-School Symphony 
1958-1966 
High School Volunteer Bureau 
1958-1964 
Geriatrics T.V. Series 
1958 
Dawes House Museum 
1960-1967 
Northwestern University Speech 
Clinic 
1962-1969 
Homemaker Service 
1966-1970 
Art-In-The-Schools 
1968-1986 
Volunteer Bureau 
1968-1970 
Evanston Art Center 
1970-1973 
College Advisory 
1970-1976 
Drug Abuse 
1970-1971 
Child Care Center of Evanston 
1970-1975 
B.U.I.L.D. 
(Broader Urban Involvement & 
Leadership Development, Inc.) 
1971-1979 
Boy’s Home of Evanston 
1971-1974 
WEAW 
(“Community Focus” radio program) 
1972 
Chicago Botanic Gardens 
1973-1977 
Labb Arboretum 
1973-1977 
LINKS 
(North Shore Youth Health Services, 
Inc.) 
1973-1981 
Lamb’s Farm 
1976-1982 
Evanston In-School Music 
1976-1977 
Lyric Opera Lectures 
1976-1980 
Community Studies 
1977-1983 
Call for Action 
1977-1978 
Beginnings 
1978-1985 
Dawes Landmark Film 
1978-1982 

C.H.A.M.P. 
(Children’s Agency Monitoring 
Program) 
1979-1993 
Parental Stress 
1979-1986 
Gross Point Light House 1979-1983 
ACE 
(Arts for Communication Among the 
Elderly) 
1983-1986 
Glenkirk 
1983-1986 
L.E.A.D. 
(Develop leadership potential in High 
School students) 
1983-1984 
Opera in the Classroom 
1983-1988 
Evanston Shelter for Battered 
Women 
1983-1987 
Lake Forest Senior Center 
1984-1986 
SIMEK 
(Counseling for families with 
chronically/terminally ill children) 
1984-1985 
Landmarks Book 
An Architectural Album: 
Chicago’s North Shore 
1985-present 
Self-Care for Latchkey Children 
1985-1986 
“Make A Splash” Video 
1986-1990 
Career Decisions 
1986-1989 
Child Protection 
1986-1990 
Woman to Woman 
1987-1989 
Good Grief 
1987-1988 
Prairie Rose 
1988-1992 
AIDS 
1989-1991 
Grief Resource 
1989-1993 
Grief Video 
1990-1994 
Adolescent Pregnancy Guide 
1990-1991 
Video Violence 
1990 
Suburban Homeless 

1990 
Respite Care 
1990-1992 
Gross Point Village Hall Restoration 
1990-1991 
Environmental Education Awareness 
Program 
1991-1996 
Young Parent Mentoring Project 
1991- 2000 
Holiday Party for Abused & 
Neglected Children 
1992- 2003 
Homeless Outreach 
1993-1996 
Somme Prairie Restoration  
1993-1996 
Storytelling 
1996 - 2000 
Youth Mentoring 
1996 -2000 
Come Read With Me 
2000 - 2001 
Done In A Day 
2000 - 2003 
Prevention Through Education 
2000 - 2006 
Historic Book Project 
2002 - 2003 
Volunteers in the Park Project 
2002 -2003 
Community Counts 
Girls On The  Run 
2003-present 
Save the Abandoned Babies 
Campaign 
2004- present 
JLE-NS Scholarship Fund 
2003 - present 
Members Reach Out 
2005 – 2006 
Cookbook 
2004- present 
Women On Their Way 
2006 – present



 


