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W o m e n  b u i l d i n g  b e t t e r  c o m m u n i t i e s 

OUR MISSION 

Junior League of Evanston-North 
Shore, Inc. is an 

 organization of women  
committed to promoting  

volunteerism, developing the  
potential of women, and  

improving communities through 
the effective action and  

leadership of trained volunteers. 

 

REACH OUT 

Junior League of Evanston-North 
Shore reaches out to women of 

all races,  
religions, and national 

origins, who demonstrate an  
interest in and commitment to 

volunteerism. 
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NEW Office Hours:  Monday ðThursday 9am to 12noon 

In This Issue 

JLE - NS Thrift House:  70 Years Young!  
 

As the beginning of Spring draws upon us, our beloved Thrift House is  

blooming with excitement!  On March 4 th  we celebrated our Spring Opening in 

our newly refreshed space.  

 

In case you have not had a chance to visit Thrift House since the recent  

opening, our refresh included a fresh coat of paint and new curtains.  Thank 

you to Cindi Samaha and Debi Krajewski  for their selection of the paint 

color and fabric ðextra kudos to Debi and Cindi for sewing the curtains!  

 

In addition, we also reconfigured the layout of the store ðwe now have a true 

ñHouse Wares Roomò (formerly the Childrenôs Room) and the main room has 

become the Womenôs Department complete with a shoe section!  We also  

relocated the cash register area to the rear of the store facing the door so that 

customers will always be greeted by a friendly face upon entering the store.   

The new Womenôs  
Department at Thrift House  

Thrift House customers anxiously await the Spring Opening.  
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Thrift House (contôd from page 1)  
 

We would like to extend a special thanks to all of the members of our committee and members who as-

sisting in putting the store back together in time for the Spring Opening, including Ashley Hall, Toni 

Dragatis, Debi Krajewski, Cindi Samaha, Tracy Reeder, Karen Miller, DeAnn Lantry, Dawn 

Rogers, Emily Marshall, Mari Babnik, Jeni Roderick, Dianna Lorenz, Karen Burchell and Lara 

Waechtler.  If you were not able to make the recent opening of Thrift House please stop in and see the 

new changes ðwe hope you will be pleased with the results!  

 

Just a reminder to all who are aware of rummage sales held by their congregations ðThrift House is  

eager to make connections to pick up any unwanted donations.  Please send us a contact name or even 

just the name of the church and the date of the sale and we are happy to make the call.  Thanks to the 

help of our new member Charlotte Bohrer  we have already made a great connection with the  

Kenilworth Union Church for a pick up of some of their leftovers for their upcoming rummage sale in July!  

 

Looking forward we will be honoring Thrift House for 70 years of service.  Since 1940 the Junior League 

of Evanston -North Shore has owned and operated this wonderful treasure trove.  Over the years Thrift 

House has grown to be the Leagueôs most profitable fundraiser.  Through our donation of vouchers to 

various non - for -profit organizations, including Mary Louôs Place, a local shelter for battered women, we 

have assisted thousands of women and children in getting the clothing and house wares that they might 

not have otherwise afforded.  Profits from Thrift House are also donated annually for our scholarships 

and grants programs which are awarded to local students and organizations. Please save the date of 

Thursday, May 6 th  for a special 70 th  anniversary celebration.  We promise a fun - filled evening of  

shopping, sipping and socializing while we celebrate the history of Thrift House.    

 

Please remember to sign up for your shiftsé.our League year is nearing the end!  

 

Melanie Glass & Dina Mead  

Thrift House Co - Chairs  

Thrift Thrives on  
JLE - NS Donations!  

 
Please remember to bring your donations 
of house wares, clothing and small  
furniture to Thrift House at 920 Chicago 
Avenue during regular business hours or 
bring them to the new headquartersô Thrift 
Closet just outside the door.  The closet is 
accessed anytime the Winnetka  
Community House is open via a code. 
Please contact Dina Mead or Melanie Glass 
or Karen Cosgrove for that code.  

House wares are now all beautifully  

showcased together at Thrift  

New Childrenôs and Menôs Departments at Thrift 
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Sustainers attending the annual Sustainer Dinner at Jerryôs Restaurant in Winnetka in November.  Seated: Mary 
Walther, Molly Jarmusz, Cindy Dooley, Theresa Gernand, Maria Doughty, Patti Bach Standing:  Beth Mikel, Amy 
Bennett, Nina Gray, Amy Findlay, Paula Danoff, Sue Laue and Jody Johnson  

Sustainers Enjoy a Night Out at Jerryôs Restaurant 

Scholarships & Grants Borders Books Gift Wrap Fundraising Event  
 

The December Borders Gift Wrap Fundraiser was a great success. The Borders at Edens Plaza in  

Wilmette allows non -profits to raise donations by providing space and supplies to wrap items purchased 

in their store for tips.  Many league members signed up to help the committee during the evenings of De-

cember 21 and December 22.  Everyone brushed up on their book wrapping prowess and we raised close 

to $500 for Scholarships which will allow us to provide one additional scholarship this year.  Thank you to 

all of the volunteers who donated their time during the holiday season!  
 

2009 ï 2010 Community Grant Awarded  

 
 

 

 

The Scholarships and Community Grants Committee, with approval from the Management Board, has 

awarded a $500 Grant to Arden Shore Child and Family Services .  The Committee chose Arden Shore 

from a field of six applicants that were all very worthy non -profit organizations in our service area.  Ar-

den Shore is an agency that strives to rebuild childrenôs lives in a caring community by helping them to 

overcome abuse or neglect and other negative factors by promoting child and family well being through 

counseling, prevention and educational programming.  

 

The agency was chosen because their request was very specific, the funds would be used to purchase 

new linens and dinnerware for two community -based group homes that they run.  These homes serve 

boys with emotional and/or behavioral disorders by providing a safe, structured and nurturing  

environment.  We also felt that the homes are located in areas that are underserved by our league, Wau-

kegan and North Chicago.  The League is proud to assist this organization and hopes that we can work 

with them in the future.  

 

Mari Babnik  

Scholarships and Grants Chair  


